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SUBJECT: CONSULTATIONS WITH GON-CONSENSUS PROCEDURE 
IN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

REF: STATE 180945 

1. PA OPPICIALS RESPONSIBLE POR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZA- 
TIONS AFPAIRS PROVED BE ESPECIALLY INTERESTED IN DIS- 
CUSSING CONSENSUS "VOTING" PROCEDURE WITH AMBASSADOR 
SCHAUPELE. ONE AND HALE HOUR SESSION AUG 19 DEVOTED 
ENTIRELY THIS SUBJECT. 

2. DUTCH EXPRESSED PUZZLEMENT AT RECENT USG DEMARCHES 
TO EC-9 MEMBERS ON CONSENSUS PROCEDURES, PROPESSING NOT 
TO UNDERSTAND US OBJECTIVES. SCHAUPELE EXPALINED THAT 
US NOT OPPOSED TO CONSENSUS PROCEDURE WHERE THERE 
CLEARLY A TRUE CONSENSUS, BUT THAT WHERE THERE REAL 
OBJECTIONS VOTING SHOULD BE USED AND, RECALLING 6TH 
SPECIAL SESSION OP GA, SHOULD BE PERMITTED BY MAJORITY. 
OTHER POINTS REPTEL STRESSED. 
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3. MPA OPFICIALS, LED BY MEIJER, DIRECTOR GENERAL, 
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INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION, AND RUTTEN, HIS DEPUTY AND 
SOON TO BE MFA DIRECTOR GENERAL POLITICAL AFFAIRS, 

STRONGLY SUPPORTED USE OE CONSENSUS. RUTTEN SAID THAT GON 
DID NOT AGREE THAT CONSENSUS WITH STATED RESERVATIONS WAS 
ANY MORE BINDING (LEGALLY OR MORALLY) THAN ABSTENTION OR 
NO VOTE WITH EXPLANATION OP VOTE. 

4. GON HAD FOUND CONSENSUS PROCEDURE EFPECTIVE IN UNDP 
AND IN QUESTION OF SECOND DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY. ESSENCE 
OF PROCEDURE WAS THAT THERE HAD TO BE SERIOUS NEGOTIATION, 
A FACT WHCIH MEIJER SAID WAS BEING ACCEPTED BY GROUP OF 77. 
MEIJER DESCRIBED APRIL SPECIAL SESSION OF UNGA AS ENDING 
OF POLARIZATION AND BEGINNING OP NEGOTIATIONS. MEIJER 
SAID THAT HE REALIZED THAT DUTCH AND AMERICANS HAVE 
SUBSTANTIVE DIFFERENCES, NOT JUST TACTICAL ONES, ON 
QUESTION OF USE OF CONSENSUS PROCEDURE. DUTCH BELIEVE 
THAT GROUP OP 77 HAVE SOUND BASIS FOR THEIR PROSTRATIONS 
AND ATTITUDES AND THAT ALTERNATIVE TO CONSENSUS 
PROCEDURE WAS ONLY TO BE OUT VOTED BY GREAT MAJORITIES. 
BLODGETT 
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